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T he Church-wardens Oath, 


7 OUR Oath is, That you the Churche 
wardens for your parts, and you the 
Sides-men for your parts, {hall well and faith- 
fully execute your ſeveral Offices for your 
Pariſh ( fo long as you ſhall continue in your 
Offices ) according to the Uſe and Cuſtom 
there, and the Law in that behalf; and 
alſo duely and eruly preſent ſuch Crimes and 
Offences puniſhable by the Laws Ecclefiaſti- 
cal of this Land, which ſhall come to your 
knowledge or notice;all Favour and Aﬀetion, 
Hatred and Malice, or ſiniſter Reſpect ſet 
apart, ſo help you God, exc. 


And We deliver you theſe Articles for 
Jour Duections. 
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TO BE 
Miniſtred, Enquired of, and Anſwered unto, 


CONCERNING 


Matters Eccleſiaſfical: 
In the VISITATION of 
IO0OHN FEILDING, 


Arch-Deacon of the Arch-Deaconry 
of DORSET, 1683, 


———_—— 


Concerning the Kings Majeſties Authority in Cauſes 
Eccleſiaſtical. 


b _ Pouany in your Parilh that oppole, oz 

_ gainſay any part of Þis Majeſties Dupre- 
macy in all Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, ag ſet forth in 
che ſecond Canon ? 


A 2 Of 


—_—— 


4 Articles of Viſitation 


Articles of the Church of England. 


r. Þ TAVE pot any in your Pariſh that affirm, 
that the Church of England,ag now byLaw 
cſtavliſhed, is not a True and Apoltoltcat Church z 
and that it doth not teach aud maintain the Po- 
- Ctrine ofthe Fpoſſlcs,as ſet doton in the 3 Canon ? 
2. HAVE you any in your Pariſh that oppugn 
or ſpeaketh againſt the Kites and Ceremonies of 
the Church of England, or the lawful uſe of them, 
as contrary to the 6 Canon ? Pou fhall_preſent 
their Names. : +8 ; 

2. HAVE pou any in your Pariſh that inipugn 
the Government of the Church of England, under 
the Kings Moſt Excellent Bajeſty, by Frchbiſhops 
and Biſhops, as at.preſent eſtabliſhed, and that it 
ts contrary to the 2020 of God, as contrary to 
the7 Canon ? | 

4. HAVE you any in. pottr Pariſh that arm, 
That the Book of Common Prayer, as now bp 
Ztaw is eſtabliſhed, containeth in it any thing 
that is DSuperſtitious, and contrary to the ySord 
of God, and therefore that Godly Yen ought not 
to approve. and ſubſcribe to the ſame, contrary to 
the 4 Canon? Porn ſhall preſent their Names. 

5. WHETHER have you any in your Partſhthat 
Separate fzom the Church of England, and the 
Bublick nBorſhip thereof,. and that come not to 
Church until Divine Service be ended, and the 
Pſalm or Sermon do begin, as contrary to the 
9 and 12 Canons? | 

6. 15 there any in your” Pariſh that doth main- 
tain 
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vice, as forb:dden in the 19 Cainon ? 


Articles of Viſitation. 5 


tain ſuch unlicenſed Preachers that refuſe to ſub- 
fcribe the Formgof Gods noorſhip preſcribed in the 
Book of Common Prayer, contzazy to the zo Caz- 
non ? And whether have yot any in your Pariſh 
that of late have followed any ſtrange Preacher 
Unlicenſed, Suſpended, or Schiſmatical, from 
Paulſh to Pariſh? Pzeſent their Aames, and the 
Places to which they go and reſort. 


Of Divine Service. 


r. TS the pzeſent Form of Divine Dervice uſed 

by potir Miniſter upon Sundays and Þolt- 
days ? Indare the Lo2ds-daps andother Holydays 
bept tn your Barlilh, according tothe Orders of the 
Church of England preſcribed in that behalf, by 
fkrequenting the Publick .ndorſhip, as 1s injoyned 
itt the r2 and 14 Canons ? 

2. WHETHER ts there anp Man or yudoman that 
uſeth not due reverence in the Church in time 
of Divine Dervice and Sermon ? And whether 
ts. there any Pan that covereth his head in the 
time of Divine Dezvice, ercept for ſome Jafirmt- 
ty? nd, whether do all-perſons preſent in the 
Charch or Chappel, kneel reverently upon their 
Knees when the General Confeſſton, Litany, and 
Þraycrs are read, and ſtand up at tic ſaying of the 
Ereed. according to the 18 Canon ? . 

3. IS ther&anp in your Parifh that lurk or ttp- 
ple in. Taverns, Alehoules, or that (Nand idle and: 
{oiter in the. Thurch-yard in time of Divine Ser- 


"A 


Articles of Viſitation, 


Of the Sacraments. 


1. TS the Sacrament of the Lo2ds Supper duelyp 

adminiftred in your Pariſh, at the leaſt thrice 
ayear,Eaſter being one? And path the! YPimfter give 
warning thereof at Morning Prayer the Sundap 
before ſuch time? And do the Church-wardeng 
provide a ſufficient quantity of Bread and mine 
for the ſame, as by the 20, 21, 22 Canons ts re- 
quired ? ; 

2. HAVE yon in your Church a convenient Tas 
ble, with a fine Linnen Cloth to cover the ſame 
in time of Idminiſtration of the Lords Supper, 
as Cannon the ſecond ? Ind is the Wine brought 
to the table in a clean Flagon or Pot, of Pewter 
or purer WBetal, as is required in the ſaid Ca- 
non * . 

2. DOTH pour Miniſter admit any notorious 
Offenders, or Schilmattcks, or any Excommuni- 
cate perſons, for ſuch ag live in open contention 
with their Neighbours, to the Sacrament-of the 
Lords Supper, contrary to the 25 and 27 Eanong ? 
Or, doth any refuſe to come to the Sacrament, 
contrary to the 57 Canon ? 

4 15 the Sacrament of Baptiſm daly admint. 
ſtred in your Church or Chappel, according to the 
forin thereof, and the direction of the Book of 
Common Prayers ? Indts there a Font of Stone 
placed at the lower end of the Church for that 
purpoſe, as required tn the 8x Canon? 

5- HAVE yon any in your Pariſh that refuſe to 
britza their Children to be Baptized by the _ 

| er, 


Articles of Viſitation: > 
fer, according to the Book of Common Prayer ? 


Declare their Names, and how long they have 


Done ſ0- Ea 
6. WHETHER doth your Yinilter refuſe to ſign 


the Childzen with the Dign of the-C2olſs, when 
they are Baptiſed, according to the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, ag 1s required by the 3o Canon ? and 
doth: he Chuſten and Bury as ts required by the 
68 and 69 Canons ? : 


Of Miniſters. 


x. OTH your Miniſter, when he readeth pub: 
| lick Prayers, or abmnneſtreth the Sacra- 
ments, wear a comely Durplice with Sleeves, 
as is required by the 58 Canon? 
' 2. DOTH pour Miniſter viſit the Sick, ag is re- 
quired by the 57 Canon ? | 

3. DOTH your Miniſter nſe the form of Thank(- 
giving for nDomen after Child-birth ? Ind whez 
ther have any Marrted Utves refuled to-come to 
Church, according to the Book of Common Pray- 
er, to give God Thanks after Child-birth; in ſuch: 
uſual and decent manner as hath been anciently 
accuſtomed ? Jf any be faulty, you. ſhall preſenc 
their Names. ww | | 

4- DOTH pottr Miniſter catechiſe the Pouth and: 
more ignorant p:rlons of the Pariſh, in the Creed, 
and Lows Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, 
as ts required in the 59 Canon * 

z. DOTH your 23:nifter pray for King Charles. 
the Second, Nicen Catharine, and the reſt of the 


opal Fainily, as required by the 55 Canon ? 
Royal Faini!} c _ 


3 Articles of Viſiration. 


6. HATH your Miniſter more Benefices than one 
with Cure, and upon which doth he relide ? Ind 
hath he a ſufficient and able Curate, to teach and 
inſt: uct the People, as 1s required in the 41 Ea- 
non ? 

7- WHETHER doth pour Parſon, Uicar, or Cu- 
rate frequent Taverns and Alehoules, or is given 
to Drunkenneſs, Dicing, Carding, oz other un- 
lawful Games, as are forbidden by the 75 Canon ? 


Of the Church and Church yard. 
1 VV HETHER. have pou the Bible provided of 
the New Tranflation, and of the large 
Uolume, and the Book of Common Prayers, ag 
now by Law is eſtabliſhed, as is in the 8 Canon 
required? ; ; 

2. WHETHER have you a convenient Seat for 
your Miniſter to read tvine Service, and a Þde- 
cent Pulpit ſet up in a convement Place ? Dave 
you alſo a decent large Durplice * Þave you alſo 
a fair Cup of Gold, Dilver, or other purer Metal, 
anda Cover agreeable.to the ſame and all other 
neceſſary things for the Celebration of Dtvine 
Dervice, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
as the 83 Canon requireth ? 

3. WHETHER ts your Ehurchor Chappel, with 
the Chancel thereof, and Charch-yard, kept in 
good Reparation, and in a decent and comely fa- 
ſhion, as well within as without, as becometh the 
Þoulſe of God, as 1s requiredin the 85 Canon ? 

- 4. IS pour Parſonage or Utcarage:Þouſe kept 
in good Ueparations, and all Þouſes thereunto 


belonging ? 
| 5. HAVE 


Articles of Viſitation. 9 

5. HAVE you in your BDariſh a Regiſter-book 
provided, wherein may be written the day and 
year of every Chriſtening, ujocdding, and Burial, 
as is required in the 70 Canon? 


Of School Maſters. 
_TJ AVE you any Pan that teacheth School ei- 
ther in publick or private Þouſe, not having 
Licence fzom the Biſhop of the” T>toceſs or his O2- 
dinary, aS required in the 77 Canon ? And does the 
Licenſed School-maſter bring his Scholars to 
hear Sermons, as in the 79 Canon ts required? 


of Excommunicate Perſons, 

| fn feb you any Excommunicate Perſons in 

your Pariſh ? Ind whether doth your Mt- 
nifter read Divine Service or Prayers, when any 
Perſons he knew to be Excommunicated was pre- 
ſent in the ſame Church at that time among the 
Congregation,? And whether hath he not cauſed 
the Church-wardens.; or ſome other Perſon, to put 
them, forth, or to ceaſe from ſaying any Divine 
Dervice during ſuch Crcommunicate Perſons be- 
ing thereat ? | 

2. WHETHER hath pour Parſon, Uicar, or Ciz- 
rate received any Ercommunication, Sulpenſion, 
o2 Aggravation from his Ordinary oz his Subſti- 
tute ? Ind Hath he publiſhed the ſame according 
to the tenor thereof, the next Lords-bay or Þoly:dap 
following the receipt: | 
Of the Church-wardens and. Side-men. 
VV HETHER were pour Church-wardens cho- 
| ſen in the Eaſter. week, aS1s required in the 
B. go Canon -- 


10 Articles of Viſttation 


Canon ? 8nd by the conſent of the Miniſter and 
22ariſhioners, as 18 in the 89 Canon required? 
#1d Did they give up a juſt Account of what 4o- 
rcy3 thep had received, and how diſburſed? And 
at their going out of their Office, did Deliver up 
to the Bariſhioners what Woneys and other things 
belonged to them ? 


Of PariſhiClerks. 


AVE you a Dariſh-Clerk, choſen by the t- 

niter, ſufficient for his Reading, yoriting, 

and a competent $k1ijl in Singing ? And doth he 

receive His accuſtomed yoages, as is required in 
the 91 Canon? 


Of Marriages. 


'Þ IF there any Married in your Pariſh that are 
within the degrees prohibited by the Laws 
of God, and erpreſſed in a Table, and ſet forth by 
Authority 1553? And have you the ſaid Table ſet 
up in yotir Church, as 18 required in the 99 Ca- 
non ? | 

2. HATH your Miniſter Married any under the 
Age of Dne and twenty years, Without the conſent 
of thetr Parents, Gtarbians,and Governours, as 
ts required in the x00 Canon? | 

3. HATH your Miniſter Married any Perſon oz 
Perſons not having firſt publiſhed the Banns, ac- 
corving to the Book of Common Praper.,ot obtain- 
ed Licence from inch as have Spiſcopa! Authort- 
ty, oz the Uicar-Genera! of the Biſhop, as in the 
131 Canon ? 

Wulls 
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Articles of Viſitation. it 


Wills. 
V/V HETHER you have in your Parith any Pers 
ſon 02 Perſons who bied and have not their 
wills proved? Or whether they died Jnteſtatc(that 
is to ſay, made no wtll) as far as you have heard ? 
Pou ſhall preſent ſuch Executors, or ſuch as have 
been faulty Herein. | 
Pariſhioners. 

RE there any in pour Pariſh that are, or by 

common Fame or Report are Committers of 
Aduttery, Fornicatton, or Jnceft 3 or that are com- 
mon Drunkards, Swearers, and Blaſphemers of 
the Holy Name of God, Dimonaical Perſons, 
Fighters, Brawlers, or Nuarrellers ? Pou, ate to 
pzeſent them, as is required in the 105 Canon. 

Burials. 

AVE pou butted in- your Pariſh-Church or 

Church:yard,any Ercommunicated Perſons, 
or known Kecuſants, or ſuch as have been Felons 
de ſe ? Ind doth your Winifter bury the Dead ac- 
cording to the Form preſcribed in the Book of 
Common Prayer, as ts required in the 62 Canon ? 


All theſe Things and Perſons you areconſcionably to 
preſentupon your Oaths, knowing that the diſcharge of 
your Duty in your ſeveral Places, is or may be a means 
to reform ſuch Diſorders and Perſons in your Pariſh, 
and prevent the Judgdments of God from falling on the 
ſame: In which, help you God. 


Fobn Feilding Arch-Deacon, 
Henry Fones Official, 


